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1. SINCE YOUR INITIAL INQUIRY WE HAVE BEEN PURSUING QUES- 
TION OF PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF SYRIA'S DIPLOMATIC ARCHIVES. 

GIVEN FLEDGLING STAGE OF OUR NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH SARG, WE 
HAVE SOUGHT TO MOVE CAREEULLY ON REQUESTS EOR INFORMATION, 
EVEN THOUGH, AS WITH THIS QUESTION, SUCH CARE MAY ENTAIL 
SOME DELAY. EYI, QUESTIONS SUCH AS THIS WHICH TOUCH ON HOW 
SARG OPERATES ARE PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE AND SUBJECT TO 
SOME MISUNDERSTANDING BY THOSE SYRIANS WHO REMAIN 
SUSPICIOUS ABOUT OUR "REAL" ACTIVITIES. 

2. THUS, EMBASSY SENT NOTE TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AEFAIRS 
AFTER RECEIPT OE A-6360 (AUGUST 12, 1974). (EYI, 

THERE WAS NO AMERICAN REPRESENTATION WHEN ORIGINAL AIRGRAM 
SENT LAST YEAR.) EMBOFE MADE ORAL PRESENTATION ON NOVEMBER 24, 
INDICATING OUR LAW REQUIRES WE PUBLISH SUCH INEORMATION. 
DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN DEPARTMENT, HAMMOUD SHOUFI, UNDERTOOK 
TO GET REPLY. IN COURSE OE CONVERSATION SHOUEI INDICATED 
NOTE HAD TOUCHED ON ISSUE CURRENTLY BEING STUDIED BY 
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TO SHOUFI, FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS BEEN STORING ITS FILES EOR 
ALMOST 25 YEARS IN APARTMENT OF NEARBY BUILDING; BUT ALAS 
THAT APARTMENT UNABLE TAKE ONE ADDITIONAL BOX. SHOUFI SAID 
CURRENTLY EXISTING ARCHIVES WERE NOTHING MORE THAT CARDBOARD 
BOXES STUEFED WITH PAPERS WITH NO ORGANIZATION AND 
THAT NOT EVEN SARG EMPLOYEE WOULD BE ABLE TO RETRIEVE DOCUMENT 
NO MATTER HOW HARD HE TRIED. SPECIAL TASK FORCE, WHICH WAS 
TRYING TO DECIDE HOW TO RESOLVE STORAGE PROBLEM WITHOUT 
RENTING ANOTHER APARTMENT, IS NOW, IN VIEW OE OUR NOTE, 

TRYING TO REACH RECOMMENDATION ON SETTING UP EORMAL AND USEABLE 
ARCHIVES AND ON ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC ACCESS. 

3. IN SUMMARY, BASED ON CONVERSATION ONLY, EMBASSY BELIEVES 
NO FORMAL REGULATIONS EXIST ON ACCESS TO SYRIAN DIPLOMATIC 
RECORDS; BUT WE MAY LEARN, SUBSEQUENT TO OUR ORAL DEMARCHE, 

WHAT APPLICATION PROCEDURES MIGHT BE EOLLOWED IF SCHOLAR 
WERE INTERESTED IN REQUESTING ACCESS TO ARCHIVES FOR SPECIAL 
PROJECT. ANY FURTHER INFORMATION WILL BE REPORTED BY SEPTEL 
WHEN RECEIVED. 

MURPHY 
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